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1. Introduction
What is critical in language education 
in Japan?
• International completeness?

• Preparing for Tokyo 2020 Games?

• Diversification!
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1. Introduction
What diversification means?
✓(Possible) Immigration due to labor shortage

✓Internationalization of (especially, higher) 
education

✓Students with dis/abilities 

✓LGBTQ
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Dealing with difference



1. Introduction
Definition of language policy

Language Policy
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1. Introduction
Definition of language policy

Language Policy
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Medium of communication



1. Introduction
Definition of language policy

Language Policy
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Decision and management in 
government / enterprise



1. Introduction
Definition of language policy

Language Policy
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“The concept of planning and actions 
both by privateand public sectors for 
language use in the many kinds of 
media where people communicate with 
each other in social contexts.” 
(Miyazaki, 2007)



1. Introduction
Example of language policy
• Government

• Language education

• Enterprise

• Broadcasting   

• Home
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2. Outline of my research
Choice in macro and micro level
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2.1. Ethnic minorities
(Miyazaki, 2007)
• History of multi-language use on radio in Japan

• Focus on language choice

• Case study on multi-language radio station in Kobe
• Economic matter

• Civil society’s human network

• Paradigm shift of foreign language use 
• From accessary to medium of communication

• Cause: The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995
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2.2. Disability discourse
(Miyazaki, 2017)
• Combination of qualitative and quantitative 

methods
• Critical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1995; 2003; 2013)

• Quantitative text analysis (Higuchi, 2014; 2016)

• Analysis on five newspapers in Japan 
• Corpora on Hattatsu Shogai (developmental disabilities)

• Source: five major newspapers in Japan

• Findings
• Correlation of social model and medical model

• Negation for critiquing both ability and society 
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3. Discussion
Choice in macro and micro level
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3. Discussion
Example of choice
Rule of spelling of shogai (disability)?
障害

障がい

障碍

しょうがい

Governmental rule is needed?
Working team at governmental committee:

 “This is a matter of person’s identity” (Sugino, 2014)

Re-write for overcoming prejudice (Murakami et al,  
2013)
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3. Discussion
Divisions in world (in our mind)
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18



3. Discussion
Divisions in world (in our mind)
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3. Discussion
Divisions in world (in our mind)
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Reality in our ideal world of 
inclusion and diversity



3. Discussion
Divisions in world (in our mind)
• Suzuki (1973)’s essays on language and culture: 

division (with language)

 Diversity is the consequence of division

• Ishigami (2016)’s research on news reporting on 
Abe’s Okinawa visit: connection (with language)

 Inclusion is the consequence of connection

Both are happening in our mind

How teachers let their students realize it?
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4. Implication to language 
education
• Active learning as a trend

 How shall we use the media?

• Possible example:
• Macro:

• Researching policy documents (e.g. official language, 
terminology)

• Micro:
• Field research on linguistic landscape (Landry and Bourhis, 

1997)

• Writing mock news article

22



5. Conclusion

• Language policy in broad sense

• Language policy both on micro and macro levels

• Realizing student the realm of division

• Active learning by research and production

• Media as great tool for realizing students realm of 
world

• …if we use it actively and effectively in class
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