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LL&T Beyond the first Foreign Language   

 Outline 

• Background on WEs and Related Paradigms 
 

• Relevance for Japan 
 

• Examples from my own classes 
 

• New DWE Curriculum in brief 
 

•  Conclusions 
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           WEs Origins:  Macauley’s “Minute”  
 
 

  "We must at present do our best to form a class 
   of persons, Indian in blood and color, but English 
   in taste, opinions, morals, and intellect."   
     (Was only 2% of Indian elites!  Whereas for USA in Philippines: 41%) 

   
  
                       –  Thomas Babington Macauley 

                    British House of Commons,  

                    February 2, 1835 
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The Global Sociolinguistic Reality 

• Users of English around the world, 

• NNSs outnumber NSs significantly: 

 

    Traditional Inner Circle:             400 million 

    Traditional Outer Circle:            600 million 

    Traditional Expanding Circle:    600 million 
                                                                  (Graddol 2000, 2006; Crystal 2002) 

 

    *Necessitates adopting a realistic, Critical ELT 
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 Early Attempts:  McArthur’s 1987 Model of World 
English (singular) 
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Linguists/Sociolinguists who 
study language variation,   
change 
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Plurality is the key: Diversity of WEs 

• Larry Smith’s frequent point: 

        There is no ‘international English’ 

 

• Kachru’s “heresy” to Mufwene: 

         World Englishes is not dependent on English   
 becoming a ‘Global’ language.  

                             (but it is a “global phenomenon”) 

      Let’s try to avoid saying “Global English” 
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    A well-Established  
    Discipline! 

 

 
 
                             

JAFAE 
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  “A Thai doesn’t need to sound like an American to use  
   English with a Filipino at ASEAN. Japanese don’t need to 
   appreciate British lifestyle in business dealings with 
   Malaysians. The political leaders  of France and  
   Germany use English in political discussions but don’t   
   take on the political attitudes of Americans.  There is no 
   attempt for the user to be like a native speaker of English” 
 
   Culture and Language closely connected,  

   but for English, it is the L1’s Culture!             
                  

                                      East/West Center, U. of Hawaii Manoa: 
                                     so many nationalities       

 
     ESOL – EIAL – EIIL – EIL    Smith ‘83      
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Speakers of any variety maintain: 

 International Intelligibility 

                       +                        (Other  Lang. 

 National (& individual) Identity  Culture) 

 

           P. Nihalani 
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Success of Outer Circle English varieties 

- English was established in Colonial Era: have 
English MOI, core of good proficient speakers.  

 

- After Independence English was NEUTRAL, equi- 
distant from all groups. 

 

- It is NEEDED as link language because of so many 
racial/ethnic/linguistic groups in that country. 

       i.e. India, Nigeria, Singapore, Philippines 
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 World Englishes – many accomplishments 

                                                  S.N. Sridhar                                                      

 - Sociolinguistic Reality: variation exists 

                              

 - Documented New Indigenized Varieties  

                  

-  NSs outnumbered, can’t control/own ‘Standard’ 

 

-  Value of L1: asset  (vs. interference)                                                                                                                             
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 -  Culture not Inner Circle, but local context/color: 
 
 

 
 

 -  'Kachru Ethos’: Inclusivity/Fellowship 
                                                                                     
 
  - Educated local English ‘acrolect’ as target:  

                 Alexander teaches my seminar class                                            
 
  - Functional  vs. CLT  / Eikaiwa                                                                                                                       
 

 

WEs accomplishments, cont. 
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Revising WEs:  E. Schneider’s Dynamic Model 

  

    1.   Foundation 

 

   2.  Exo-normative  stabilization 

 

   3.  Nativization    

 

    4.   Enodo-normative stabiliz. 

          

   5.  Differentiation 
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Can Apply Schneider to Japan: word formation 

(S. Ike 2010) 

1 2 

3 
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 Revising WEs: Mufwene’s ‘Feature Pool’, borderless...   

  Inputs 

  Winners         
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Weakness of WEs 

• Sharifian – How to position Aborigine English? 
 

• Too focused on Elite Educated English?  Refutes 
Linguistic  Imperialism  (Phillipson,  Pennycook) 

 

• Mahboob –  One country    x=   One variety                         
 

 

• WEs:  mainly studies features below clause level  
 

• Static (Michieka: E.C.s within the O.C., EFL/ESL) 
 

• WEs: Inadequate to describe international use 
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   for WEs: INTER-national =  Intelligibility Studies 

• One-way Studies:  

  - Stage 1:  NSs as judge 

  - Stage 2:   more fair/balanced 
 
 

• Two-way Studies:  not extensive 
 

•  Creates need for ELF,  int’l. corpus, new EIL 
 

• Not English imperialism, but still  ‘primacy’? 
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New variation models for Expanding Circle: ELF    

       WEs scholars anti-ELF: a monolithic variety:                

       “Lingua Franca English”,     L. Frankensteinia? 
 

     K. Bolton: Late ‘90s scholars imported WEs to 
Europe and it didn’t fit; it morphed into ELF. ELF is 
useful, gives data about individual bilingualism… 
SLA 
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           First appearance of ELF 

 

• Firth  1996,   Meierkord  1998 
 
 

 

• Jenkins  – but inside book: used ‘ELF/Lingua Franca Core’   

                      LFE developing in 20 years?   

 
• Firth –  Jenkins, Siedlhofer   ‘incredibly productive’ 

 

 

           WEs:  a ‘dead paradigm’?  
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                           ELF:  built the ‘VOICE’ Corpus 

B. Seidlhofer 

              A. Breiteneder 

WEs, ELF share pluricentrism.  ELF data can add 
substance to the field, offer fresh perspectives. 
 

 May encourage us to question the denomination 
‘Englishes’ as countable,  bounded entities.    
 

               Linguistic  ‘Repertoire’ concept                  
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Shared* features – Kirkpatrick joins ELF  + (EIL) 
                                                   

(i)     non-marking third person singular ‘-s’;   

(ii)    flexible use of articles/prepositions;  

(iii)   treat uncountable nouns as plural;  

 

      yet ELF does not equal “Simplified English” 

                             

 Widdowson – They use what they notice, what has  
communicative valence. Can expand later. 

  

             Convergence amid Divergence: both forces 
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 “new-EIL”: NSs need as much as NNSs 

Meta-Cultural Competence: core element of EIL proficiency  
 

  Cultural Conceptualizations 
   - ‘Conceptual variation awareness’ 
   - ‘Cultural Explication/Clarification’ 
 
Matsuda: EIL is a function, not a variety 
 
 

                            Relevant to OLE Sig 
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But ‘norms’ not a dirty word?: Mahboob 

                     Written             Specialized  

                                                      “Uses” – Genre/ 

                                                    ACCESS TO SPEECH COMMUNITY 

  Local                                         Global         

                                                         

“User” -        Geog.               LWE     -    World Englishes  

  Everyday                        LOE       -    World Englishes  

                          Oral         LWSp    -            ? 

                                           LOSp    -             ?        

                                           GWE     -   “Standard Language”  (Not Native)     

                                           GOE      -     ELF (English as a Lingua Franca) 

                                           GWSp   -    Genre Study, ESP (for specific purposes) 

                                           GOSp    -    Genre, ESP    (law, business, engineering) 

                                                                                                                 

At the Extreme End 

• Professor Ryuko Kubota 

 

  Is English necessary, so many 

  have no access to it? Need  

  other skills…. Brazilian at Denny’s  

 

  Japanese need Chinese, Portuguese, Korean,  
Swahili ?       ….At least so many know English 
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 WE/ELF/EIL Pedagogical Implications for Japan 

 -  Show Students reality of global English use. 
 

-  Ss can explain Japanese culture/beliefs, issues 

 

 -  Ss can Accommodate, Negotiate meaning, meta-culture 

 

 -  Respect local Learning Styles    

 

 -  Reality of intelligible Syllable-timed,  J. Phonology                                                    

 

-  Get Ss out into real EIL world, Mufwene: not classroom 
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               Pedagogical Implications, cont.            
                   
 -  Accept some L1 use.  Allow Ss “not to notice” 

 

 -  Creativity over error: in Speaking & Writing   

    

 -  Look for: Positive Influence of L1 Japanese. Know Japanese 

 

 -  Prepare Ss for Functional, real interaction (speech acts) 

 

 -  Work on Register: Speech: TPO,  Writing: Text-type/Genre 

 

 -  Develop ‘specialized’ content: Politics, Economics… 
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Effort at Specialized, Content English in My Classes 

• DWE heavy on 4-skills, esp. 1st 2 years 

    but try to add …. 

• International Business Theory – w/Finns 

• Sugiyama: WEs and Sociolinguistics 

• 3rd yr Reading: Notebook, An Education 

 

• 4th year – Graduation Thesis….have had                   
no specialty until now! 
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Chukyo College of WEs: Reorganization 

Now 2 departments (since 2002), both too general: 

• Dept. of WEs;  British & American Cultural Studies 
From April 2014, 1 dept., 3 more specialized majors: 

• A: English Area Cultural Studies major  

         - focused on literature and culture 

• B: International Studies major 

         - focused on Sociology, cross-cultural, int’l relations 

• C: World Englishes Career major 

        - required/elective Linguistics  + Translation 

        - elective Business concentration, less skills focus 
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Chukyo Kokusai Kyoyo Gakubu 

• Admirable effort, offers English plus a 
specialty in one of 5 other languages! 
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Fundamental Conclusions 

• WEs and Pluralistic approaches useful in Japan 
 

• Yet, most of their implications have been considered 
from an oral, or skills-based oriented 

 

• Japan’s monolingual NS propensity counter-productive 
but entrenched (ECC ‘All English’, ‘English Only’ ) 

 

• Regarding English-medium, content-based education: 
a 2-tiered approach is best in Japan, depending on 
aptitude/proficiency and motivation  

 

                                                                      

 

 
2nd JALT OLE SIG Conference - J. D'Angelo 33 

Fundamental Conclusions, Cont. 

• Code-Mixing, Code Switching is reality, Bi/Pluri-
lingualism is the ‘new normal’ 

 

• Studying Other Languages will help Japanese 
appreciate Sharifian’s Cultural Conceptualizations 

 

• This kind of cross-specialty exchange is important! 
 

•  I’m hear to learn from you, hope you gained 
something small from my talk! 

 

 

                                                                        Thank You! 
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