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• Abstract 
• The productive skills of speaking and writing are 

supposed to mutually support each other. Exploring 
this relationship, the first part of this presentation 
briefly introduces the theory and the author's German 
courses. Part two explains the mutuality hypothesis 
and operationalizes it for verification in a small, low-
proficiency class. Part three demonstrates the methods 
used in this study. Part four presents a video example 
and introduces the results of a complete class set of 
oral and written exams. The final part discusses 
ramifications for analyzing the relationship of speaking 
and writing in wider contexts and how to further prove 
mutually enhancing effects. 
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Introduction 

The productive skills of speaking and writing are supposed to 
mutually support each other. 

 

Literature preview 
• Walker (2010) Speaking and writing have mutually supporting effects in FL 

learning 

• (by virtue of being productive skills/activities) 

ERIC (1984) 

“Writing and speaking have a close relationship within languages as they are 
both about the person going them creating language” 

Peregoy (2005) 

• (even more important for 2ndFLs in Japan: less time!) 
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(Peregoy 2005), 
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• In the presenter’s case, e-mail and Moodle 
(listening, reading and) writing tasks vacate 
time for speaking. With further mutual 
influencing from listening and reading 
(Peregoy 2005), an advanced level in speaking 
is mirrored in writing and consequently in 
advanced grammar abilities (Reinelt: JaltCALL 
2012).  
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• Before we go any deeper: The research 
situation seems to be very thin.. 

• Hubert(2011) 

• At the present time only a small amount of 
descriptive and quasi empirical research 
evidence is available to describe the 
relationship that may exist between speech 
and writing in adult L2 learners” (2011, p. 172) 
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• 1. Exploring the speaking-writing relationship, 
the first part of this presentation briefly 
introduces the theory and the author's 
German courses. 

2012 6 17 PanSIG11 Hiroshima Reinelt Writing/speaking 

• introducing the theory 

• skills influence each other 

Productive skills: The more you use 
words/phrases, the more they will become 
remembered/be available for production 
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• speaking as requested skill 

student questionnaire 
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• Overall main goal of university 2FL education 

• defined by Reinelt (2008b) as sufficient training in 
the five abilities of speaking, writing, listening, 
reading comprehension, and translation, as well as in 
the learning techniques to acquire these. The course 
should also enable the learners to make abstractions 
and analyse intercultural phenomena pertaining to 
what is dealt with in class. A further requirement is 
making the best use of technical developments for 
speaking. 

• In this study we only concentrate on the speaking 
and writing interface in first-year 2FL German testing 
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Unfulfilled conditions of the course in this study  at EU,  
a non-elite university 
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• course contents 
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Outsourcing 

なぜOutsourcing?? > 会話の特徴 >  

会話は自然な即時性を持っていて、相手と面と向かって話すのは授業時間内にしか習得
できない唯一の技能である。 

よって、（練習だけなら授業時間外でもよいが）授業時間内に、話す時間を確保する必要
がある (Reinelt 実践2010） 

 

Outsourcing 

(例えばある技能の練習をＬｅａｒｎｉｎｇ Management Systems学習管理システムに委託する） 

• 技能の習得機会及び場所(最近の技術発展も考慮して）  

• 十分な紹介の後 after sufficient introduction： 

• 聞き取り(聴解) ＞ listening, テープ、コンピューター、Internet 

• 読む ＞ readingテープ、コンピューター、Internet 

• 書く writing: e-mail など 

• (Landeskunde cultural studies 文化理解) 

• ubiquitous availability 

• （翻訳 (外国語から母国語への場合：母国語(日本語の問題）＝ここで対象外）） 

• 話す以外の技術は、大体大学が持っているLMS教育管理システムに委ねられるが、 

• 十分な助けが必要である場合がある。 
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• the author’s courses 

• end of course: oral exam  

• In the first-year-end oral exam, students speak with target 
language German native speakers for about 3 mins. (present 
in Matsuyama and over Skype in Germany, ex. Below) 

• WS 2011 overview 

• from Reinelt (JALTCALL 2012) 

Mo2 Di3-1 Mi4 Mi6 Mo1 Mo5 Di3-2 Fr3 

Speaking 
partners 

2 
Skype 1 

2 
Skype 2 

2 
Skype 1 

3 
Skype 1 

Skype 2 Skype 1 1 
Skype 3 

1  
Skype 3 

stud years 1 1 1 1 1,3 2-4 1 1 

Stud nr. 11 24 4 16 8 5 24 10 
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• 2. This part explains the mutuality hypothesis 
and operationalizes it for verification in a small, 
low-proficiency class. 
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• the mutuality hypothesis 

• acquired skills influence each other additively 

 

• but: research is difficult 

• one item 

 Researching one influencing item: 

 Pretest A > treatment > posttest B 

• Two items influencing each other 

 Pretest A   Posttest C  

 Pretest B  x Posttest D 
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• operationalizes it for verification in a small, 
low-proficiency class. 

- Left-over of large class 

- varying degrees 

- speaking production in oral exam (Transcript) 

vs 

- writing in the final exam (Ich) 

administered simultaneously in the same 
location 
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• 3 This part addresses the methods used in this 
study 

 

• methods 

• - speaking with native speaker 

• - written texts by the students 
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• speaking: oral exam 

2-3 minutes with new native speaker 

- no fixed topic/theme 

- spontaneity: no practice 

- no rater training 

- students practiced in class almost every week  

- no advice to either, but 

- (upon the student)see to that the winter term 
contents is duly represented (e.g. es gibt, acc., room, 
clothes + communicative activities: describing, 
compliment, etc.) 
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• writing: Free writing: Topic: Ich 

(write as if applying for a job, and include as 
much as possible from the class contents, 

dyadic style is ok., details available in a class file) 

 

 

2012 6 17 PanSIG11 Hiroshima Reinelt Writing/speaking 

• 4. Part four presents a video example and 
introduces the results of a complete class set 
of oral and written exams.  
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• setting etc.  
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• 4a) video example 
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• scorecard 

• 4b) the results of a complete class set of oral 
and written exams (4 students): WS 2012 Mi2  

• 4b1) The oral exam 

• I like to draw your attention to these three 
parts: 
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14 Freiburg   1     15 Hm <00:01:29> 

17 Aus, aus Okayama 
<00:01:35> 

  1     16 Und Sie? Woher kommen 
Sie? <00:01:32> 

19 Sind sie schon 
einmal in 
Okayama 
gewesen? 
<00:01:39> 

    1   18 Aha! 

21 Wo wohnen Sie?   1     20 Nein, ich war noch nicht 
dort. <00:01:43>Nein 

23 Eh Ich wohne in 
eh in Iwaidani,?? 

  1     22 Ja, ich wohne in Freiburg, in 
der Gerberau, heisst die 
Strasse Geberau. und wo 
wohnen Sie? <00:01:56> 
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35 Am Freitag, am 

Freitag habe ich, 

habe ich 

Schokoladenkuc

hen gekocht,  

  1   alle lachen 

etwas 

34 Und,Und was hast 

du am 

Wochenende 

gemacht? 

<00:02:45> 

36 Schokoladenkuc

hen gekocht 

<00:03:00>  

        37 Jaya! 

38 Am, am 

Samstag, am 

Samstag habe 

ich,hm, 

Schokoladenkuc

hen gegessen   

  1    Alle 

Oh!(lachen

) 

    

39 mit meinen 

Freunden 

<00:03:14> 

  1     40 Ah! Schoen!  

41 lacht auch             
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          Alle 

lachen 

69 Meine Schwester 

<00:05:04> studiert 

auch Biologie. 

<00:05:09> 

70 Ah! <00:05:09>         71 hm  

72 Oh <00:05:09>             

73 ah, wie heisst/ wie 

heisst sie? 

<00:05:13> 

    1   74 Meine Schwester 

heisst Kerstin 

<00:05:17> 

75 ah/was trin/eh, 

was/was 

machen/was 

macht/was macht 

sie/was macht sie 

in der Freizeit 

    1   76 In der Freizeit. Sie 

arbeitet in einem 

Restaurant 

<00:05:35> 

77 Oh         78 Ja. <00:05:37>  
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4b2) The written exam (full text see transcript 
reverse 

• example of student writing: Mats.  

counting words and phrases in  

• SS (> words) 

• and WS (mainly phrases) 

• Achievement despite mistakes 
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Spiegel, eine Uhr, eine

Kissen, einen Tisch, eine

Lampe,... Haben Sie

familie?

3

Wir sind: 5. 1

Mein Vater, meine Muter,

men Schwester und ich. 1

Mein Vater heißt Yasushi

Matsushima. 1

Er ist Lehrer. 1

Er ist nett. 1

Meine Muter ist Lehrerin.
1

Sie ist schon. 1

Sie ist gern kuchen. 1

Am Winter koche ich

Schocoladekuchen und Kä

sekuchen und Obstkuchen. 3
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• Total point overview 

KN MH HS RR口頭 ICH 

S1 85  90  90  95  60 

S2 84  77  89  98  63 

S3 95  77  95  98  49 

S4 80  85  93  90  39 
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Explanation and interpretation 
• Observations: 

• 1. S1 and S2 speak very much and write extensively 

• 2. S3’s speaking is outstanding, his writing, although very 
good, brief 

• 3. S4’s speaking basic and writing not enough 

•  4. More speaking to more writing 

• 5. More writing comes from more speaking?? 

•  6 Effect of presence of the speaking exam in the same room? 
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• 5. Conclusion 

• The final part discusses ramifications for analyzing the 
relationship of speaking and writing in wider contexts 

 

• 5.1. Ramifications for analyzing the relationship of 
speaking and writing in wider contexts  

• Speaking very much > writing very much?? 

• Writing very much > speaking very much 

• Can a statistic relationship be proven? 

• Can speaking little lead to writing much? 

• Is the amount of speaking the minimal precondition for the 
amount of writing?  
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• 5.2. How to further prove mutually enhancing effects. 

- Example Hubert: No statistically relevant effects from 
speaking with writing for writing 

- Limitations in our case: 

- No control group possible 

- class without one part??? 
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