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Dear readers, 
hoping we all had a replenishing and enjoyable summer, we enter the winter term.  
This year I used some of my free time to find out how to create a homepage for OLE. 
We might have reached only a modest 20 % of that goal, but a start has been made.  
Let me give you a brief overview of this NL and OLE at JALT 44, and introduce Ann 
Cotten, our speaker at the Embassy Panel. 
 
In this newsletter you will find all schedules and summaries of the OLE-related 
events at the National JALT-Conference in Shizuoka. There will be a Spanish and a 
German Workshop and in the obligatory OLE- SIG Forum and the Multilingualism 
Forum we will welcome Renáta Kovács and Behnam Jahedzadeh, respectively, who 
will present at a JALT conference for the first time. 
This OLE NL 85 also contains a protocol of the last EBM in June, submitted by 
Rudolf Reinelt, who represented OLE there.  
At the OLE AGM at JALT 44 in Shizuoka we will elect the officers for next year. 
Please join this most important meeting for OLE.  Please also let us know, if you 
would be willing to take up and work in one of the interesting positions as an officer 
for OLE. If we have time, we will discuss the future goals of the OLE-SIG. 
OLE has some savings (thanks to the dedicated work of Gabi Schmidt and Margit 
Krause-Ono, representing OLE at Pan-SIG 2018), and we should use them for 
realizing new ideas and to serve our membership even better. 
 
One of OLE’s feature events is called “Foreign Language Teaching in the 21st 
century”, a.k.a “The Embassy Panel”. It usually offers the opportunity to talk to 
members of official missions from all over the world.  This year we were able to 
invite, Ann Cotten, an author who will be in Japan as a guest of the cultural forum of 
the Austrian Embassy. 
OLE did not want to miss this author and an opportunity to experience the beauty of 
English and German poetry. This is also a chance to discuss problems of translation 
and about writing on Japan as a young author and as a person who moves constantly 
between at least three cultures. 
Ann Cotten (*1982) was born in the US and moved to Austria when she was 5. She 
grew up as a bilingual and writes mainly poetry. German turned out to be her first 
language, but she also writes poetry in English and sometimes works as a translator 
of poetry. Since 2011 she has visited Japan several times, each time for several 
months.  
These visits inspired her works. Please find her biography at the end of this 
newsletter and enjoy some videos of her on YouTube.  
In her poetry, Ann Cotten uses old forms and gives them a fresh, modern touch with 
her search for new metaphores, rhymes and rhythms.  
She is well-known in the contemporary art scene in Germany and Austria. 
Ann Cotten will speak in English and German. 
Last but not least I would like to thank Rudolf for his patience when explaining all 
the details of the work as a coordinator; all his advice proves to be invaluable. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at JALT44 in Shizuoka, 
 
Your coordinator 
 
Bertlinde Voegel  
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EBM report June 2018  
Dear Bertlinde (and all members and officers), 

In general: For more details contact the coordinator for the JENL. 

Also: "The minutes from the June 2017 EBM have been uploaded on 

the JALT Website now.  You can find it under the Officer Resources 

page and the link is: http://jalt.org/resources/ebm  Nakano June, 

21, 12:12.  

The following report only mentions, in no fixed order, points more 

or less relevant to OLE. 

 

Reports: 

Abbreviations: unan.= unanimously 

- the OLE HP would need a counter for visits, so we can prove it 

is of any use and can thus get points for the rubric. 

- according to Marc Brierley, extra events (such as the German, 

etc. Workshop or the Multilingualism forum) at the Annual 

conference do not get extra points. 

- officer reports: No negative mentioning of OLE. 

- new business: Matsuyama becomes non-voting (39-5-0); coordinator 

reports due 10th January (from Dec 31st) unan.; new SIG: 

Intercultural Communication in Language Education unan.; 

  

Discussion Items at the EBM: 

- Rubric questions 

Note: The rubric is the most important (if not only) means to 

decide whether a SIG or chapter is voting or not and will or will 

not receive its money. Versions have been run in recent OLE-NLs . 

- The rubric is so far only in English: what about Japanese? 

- what about facebook sites?  

do they count as a website? NO 

- big groups seem to be represented better 

- SIG need recent websites: What about 

-- facebook 

-- twitter 

-- LinkedIn 

-- Instagram 

-- Line 

- A special page for SIG publications: Does it count 

- Do SIGs get points for PANsig forums? 

- what about publicity? 

- do donations count? 

- what about video online 

What happened to the Golden Tickets? Not used much so far 

Money matters: OLE has 92794 Yen 

How shall they be used? 

- DramaSIG: use the money for a conference 

http://jalt.org/resources/ebm
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- TEVAL: invite famous speaker > make a book > give to members for 

free (actually ended up with even more members). 

- SIGs and Chapters co-sponsoring an event 

- SIGs as an organization of a group of people organize an event 

as a "face-to-face" meeting (at least 5 people) 

give SIG stipends? 

- co-sponsoring non-JALT events (??) 

-- events with potential JALT members 

-- issue a book instead of a journal and finance the layout 

NOTE from JALT: 

- JALT itself does not pay for websites but does pay for layouting 

as that takes time. 

- creating a fund(?) for conference sponsorship 

- certificates (JALT university) 

- build a website that actually works 

 

How to get more officers? 

- post a list of available positions in advance vs. only those 

present at the respective AGM 

- use social media 

- for online voting: ballot bid 

 

JALT has various relationships with many scientific associations 

The closest is with JACET, including mutual membership discounts, 

as many are members of both 

 

Conference Info: 

JACTFL has a conference in March (not confirmed RR) 

 

PANSIG conference preparation meeting 

2018: There will be a refund of about 50 000 Yen 

2019: The conference will be at the Cube in Kobe 

2020: Niigata 

Other details from the PanSIG planning committee. 

Cooperation and help is always welcome! 

 

This should be the end of my report. 

 

Humbly submitted by 

RR 
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JALT44 Update  

Friday, Nov. 23.  to Monday, Nov. 26. at  

Shizuoka Convention & Arts Center (Granship) Shizuoka City,  

Shizuoka, Japan 

Diversity and Inclusion. 

Information can be found here: https://jalt.org/conference or 

https://jalt.org/conference/jalt2018.  

The most recent information will be on this site: 

https://jalt.org/conference/jalt2018/full-schedule 

where you can also configure your own schedule! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ＯＬＥ at JALT 44 update 

For OLE information, please use this NL. Please also bring  OLE NL 84 along to the 
conference as it contains all important abstracts not available on the internet.  

or on  

https://jalt.org/events/month/2018-11 

as we will try to put updates there as soon as they become available. 

 
SIG Table at JALT 44 
 
OLE shares a table in the SIG area with FLP.  Please come for more  information 

about the SIG and personalized answers to your questions. 

https://jalt.org/conference/jalt2018/full-schedule
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OLE -related contributions to JALT 44, Nov. 23. - 26. , 2018 

A slightly commented overview 

For all of OLE, there are: 

 
< Nr. 291 The OLE SIG Forum > 

Saturday, November 24th 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (90min) Room: 905 

Pornsri Wright, “The Multilingual Communication Center: how it promotes diversity 
and inclusion” 

Behnam Jahedzadeh and Ayat Hosseini, “A Comparative Study on the Syntactic 
Function of Persian and Japanese Adjectives and Language Learners' Errors” 

Rudolf Reinelt, “Dialogicity and context: Learning Japanese after German” 

Summary 

In this OLE-SIG Forum, Wright introduces the Kanda University of International 
Studies’ “Multilingual Communication Center: How it promotes diversity and 
inclusion”, Jahedzadeh and Hosseini present “A Comparative Study on the Syntactic 
Function of Persian and Japanese Adjectives and Language Learners' Errors” and 
Reinelt presents “Dialogicity and context: Learning Japanese after German” as a new 
approach to more inclusion and diversity. Teachers and learners of all languages are 
most welcome. 

 

and OLE’s special: 

< Nr. 500 The Multilingualism Forum > The new diversity in FLL research and 

practice 

Saturday, November 24th 12:45 PM - 2:15 PM (90 min) Room: 905 

Bertlinde Vögel, “Brain research in Germany: A survey of approaches”  

Eric Fortin, “Learning L3 and L4 simultaneously: Is the more the merrier?”  

Kovács Renáta, “Short stories for acquisition of metaphoric expressions”  

Rudolf Reinelt, “Assessing Free Writing Tests” 

Summary 

This year’s multilingualism forum introduces a new diversity to the standard field of 
view. Vögel reports on “Recent brain research in Germany: A survey of approaches”. 
Fortin’s interviews answer: “Learning L3 (French) and L4 (Spanish) simultaneously: 
Is the more the merrier?” Kovács’ learners of Hungarian create “Short stories for the 
acquisition of metaphoric expressions”. Reinelt suggests ways for “Assessing Free 
Writing Tests”. All teachers and learners are welcome. 
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as well as this year’s two language workshops : 

＜514 The GermanWorkshop＞ Grammar and Conversation 

Saturday, November 24th 4:40 PM - 6:10 PM (90 min) Room: 905 

1. Axel Harting, Einsatz von Facebook im Anfängerunterricht Deutsch” 

2. Maria Gabriela Schmidt, “ Was ist ‚Kaiwa‘? / What is ‚Kaiwa‘” 

3. Rudolf Reinelt, “Determination im Deutschen” 

4. Bertlinde Vögel, “Grammatik für Anfänger: Texte schreiben statt Lückenübungen. 
Analysen von Lernertexten und Umfrageergebnisse” 

Zusammenfassung 

Die Vortragenden diskutieren neue Ansätze für einen Konversationsunterricht mit 

bedeutungsvollen Interaktionen und stellen alternative Wege für den 

Grammatikunterricht für AnfängerInnen vor. Harting nützt Facebook als Medium für 

den Konversationsunterricht, Schmidt beschäftigt sich mit den 

Bedeutungsdimensionen des Wortes Konversation und dessen Implikationen für den 

Konversationsunterricht. Reinelt schlägt eine neue Unterrichtsweise für das deutsche 

Deklinationssystem vor und Vögel vermittelt Grammatik durch das Schreiben von 

Texten. 

 

and  

 

<Nr. 287 The Spanish workshop> Students’ action and interaction 

Sunday, November 25th 4:35 PM - 6:05PM (90min) Room: 905 

Adiene Roque, “Lo sociocultural y los estilos de aprendizaje en mi clase de ELE” 

Javier Salazar, “Bizarre Manga and Mr. Bean: Alternative Strategies for Teaching 
Spanish Verb Tenses” 

Cecilia Silva, “Diversity and inclusion of the intercultural dimension”  

 

Educadores de Español como Lengua Extranjera analizarán temas relativos a la 
enseñanza de lenguas. Roque: Lo sociocultural y los estilos de aprendizaje en ELE; 
Salazar: Estrategias alternativas para enseñar tiempos verbales; Silva: Diversidad e 
inclusión de lo intercultural, reportan sus investigaciones sobre el aprendizaje de 
español desde una perspectiva sociocultural y comunicativa y según el concepto de 
competencia intercultural. Educadores y estudiantes de otros idiomas son 
bienvenidos. 
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and in order to show our organizational strength: 

<Nr. 704 The OLE AGM> 

Saturday, November 24th 3:45 PM - 4:30 (45 min) PM Room: 905 

Bertlinde Voegel, Rudolf Reinelt, Eric Fortin, Alexander Imig, Andreas Kasjan, 
Margit Krause-Ono, Maria Gabriela Schmidt 

All those interested in wider representation for learning and teaching languages and 
cultures beyond English and Japanese will gather for this year's meeting with a view 
to extending this recently promoted SIG, electing officers and exchanging necessary 
information in an up-date on recent developments in our field. We will also discuss 
needs and goals in FL2 classrooms and beyond, and consider recent changes and how 
to cope with them. 

 This SIG’s official Annual General Meeting! Anyone with an interest in other 
language(s) education is welcome. 

 

as well as bringing the world to OLE in our feature event: 

<Nr. 587 FL Teaching in the 21st century -The Embassy Panel>  
 
Sunday, November 25th 6:20 PM – 7:20 PM Room: A/V Hall (2F) 

Note: More detailed information will be made available on the JALT calendar  

To mark the preparation of global events in the upcoming decade, a high-ranking 

panel of diplomats from foreign embassies and other official missions in Tokyo and 

delegates representing key world languages and cultures will address the challenges, 

problems and issues of modern language teaching and the vistas this offers in Japan.  

This year OLE is glad to welcome Ann Cotten from Austria. Being a truly bilingual 

writer, she will read in English and/or German from her books and be available for a 

discussion afterwards.  

 

Ann Cotten, born in Iowa (USA), grew up in Vienna, Austria and finished her 

studies with a work on concrete poetry. Publications: "Fremdwörterbuchsonette" 

(2007), "Florida-Räume" (2010), "Der schaudernde Fächer", "Hauptwerk. 

Softsoftporn" (2013), "Verbannt" (2016), "Jikiketsugaki.Tsurezuregusa" (2016); in 

English, "I, Coleoptile" (2010) and "Lather In Heaven" (2016). Fast Dumm (Starfruit 

Press, 2017) collects essays on the USA, Was Geht (Sonderzahl, 2018) was a poetics 

lecture on walking and literature. Science Fiction is forthcoming: Lyophilia 

(Suhrkamp 2019). 


